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WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SAT. & SUN., MARCH 28 & 29, 2026 

Procession of Palms 

 
If the procession begins outside the nave, the congregation gathers around the processional cross. If the congregation is already seated in the nave, it now 

stands and faces the processional cross at the entrance to the nave. 

 

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C Amen. 

  

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 

Collect 
P Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your dearly 

beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He 

comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that 

leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

P  1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent 

two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 

tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 

‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the 

prophet, saying, 

5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt and put on 

them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before him and that 

followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, 

“Who is this?” 11And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. 
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           All Glory, Laud, and Honor                                                     LSB 442 

 

 

 

 
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762–821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt.Text and tune: Public domain 

 
When all have arrived at their places, the procession concludes with the following: 

 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 

 
A time of silence may be observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus’ triumphal entry and His passion. 

 

Collect of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh 

and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility 

and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
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C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Stand 

Service of the Word 
 

HANDBELLS (SUNDAY MORNING) 
 

          Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (SATURDAY ONLY)                            LSB 443 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821–80, alt.Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, 1784, Württemberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 50:4–9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me 

 the tongue of those who are taught, 

that I may know how to sustain with a word 

 him who is weary. 

Morning by morning he awakens; 

 he awakens my ear 

 to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

 and I was not rebellious; 

 I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, 

 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 

I hid not my face 

 from disgrace and spitting. 



4 

 

7But the Lord GOD helps me; 

 therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 

 8He who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

 Let us stand up together. 

Who is my adversary? 

 Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 

 who will declare me guilty?  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Philippians 2:5–11 
 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 

name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Children’s Music (Sunday Only) 
 
Stand 

Tract  (Saturday Only) Psalm 22:1, 4–5 

My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?* 

 Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my | groaning? 

In you our fathers | trusted;* 

 they trusted, and you de- | livered them. 

To you they cried and were | rescued;* 

 in you they trusted and were not | put to shame. 

 

Holy Gospel John 19 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the nineteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 1Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his 

head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him 

with their hands. 4Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know 

that I find no guilt in him.” 5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 

them, “Behold the man!” 6When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify 

him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7The Jews answered 

him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 
8When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9He entered his headquarters again and said to 

Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to 

me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11Jesus answered him, 

“You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who 

delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 
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 12From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not 

Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13So when Pilate heard these words, he 

brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic 

Gabbatha. 14Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, 

“Behold your King!” 15They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, 

“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16So he delivered him 

over to them to be crucified. 

 So they took Jesus, 17and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which in 

Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus 

between them. 19Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of 

the Jews.” 20Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, 

and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not 

write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22Pilate answered, “What I 

have written I have written.” 

 23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part for 

each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24so they said to 

one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture 

which says, 

“They divided my garments among them, 

 and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, 25but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, 

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, 

your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

 28After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29A jar full of 

sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
30When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 31Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for 

that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken 

away. 32So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. 
33But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34But one of the 

soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 35He who saw it has borne 

witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. 36For these 

things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37And again 

another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.” 

 38After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked 

Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his 

body. 39Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 

about seventy-five pounds in weight. 40So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the 

spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in 

the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since 

the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
Sit 

Offering 
            A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth                                    LSB 438 
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895 
Tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon 
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For pardon and renewal, that the blessed Son of God would lift up the gates of our hearts and be glorified as 

the Savior of sinners, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P That the merciful Lord would continue to provide faithful pastors and church workers, that their work 

would bring the light of Christ to those living in darkness; that their acts of mercy would extend His love to 

the disabled, wounded and forgotten throughout the world; and that His Church would serve Him in faithful 

service and witness, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For Christian fathers, that receiving Christ and trusting His atoning sacrifice, they may be enlivened to 

sacrificial love for their children, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For our leaders and those who serve in law enforcement and the armed forces, that they may acknowledge 

God, before whom the might of man is nothing, and so serve honorably and well, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who suffer in this world, [especially _____________,] that they would not fear but fix their eyes on 

Jesus as they await the fullness of their salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who commune, that the Lord, who humbly rode into Jerusalem for our salvation, would give us 

hearts that confess our sin and rejoice in His presence in the Holy Communion for our salvation, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For ears that are open to the voice of God, that hearing the precious Gospel of Christ, we would follow 

Christ in doing the will of the Father, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves, our bodies and souls, and all things; save us, O Lord, 

faithful God; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
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Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of 

mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent 

who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

 

 
 



11 

 

          No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet                                  LSB 444 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895 
Tune: Public domain 
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  Jesus, I Will Ponder Now                                                       LSB 440 

 

 

 

 
 

5 If my sins give me alarm 

    And my conscience grieve me, 

Let Your cross my fear disarm; 

    Peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won 

    By Your holy passion. 

If for me He slays His Son, 

    God must have compassion! 

 

6 Graciously my faith renew; 

    Help me bear my crosses, 

Learning humbleness from You, 

    Peace mid pain and losses. 

May I give You love for love! 

    Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heav’n above 

    Sing Your praise forever. 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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            Christ, the Life of All the Living                                      LSB 420 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

    Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, 

    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
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Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605–81; (sts. 1–2, 5, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 3–4, 6): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 
1912, St. LouisTune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, DarmstadtText and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
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A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 

Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 

and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 

that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
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         Ride On, Ride On in Majesty   LSB 441 

 

 

 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

++Processional Cross Recesses out in Silence.   
Preparing and readying our hearts and minds for the solemn observance of Holy Week.++ 
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